Character Traits

Name

There is Something About…
DIRECTIONS: Read each passage. Identify the primary character trait of each
speaker/character. Write it on the line.

1. ‘NOW, what I want is, Facts. Teach these boys and girls nothing but Facts.
Facts alone are wanted in life. Plant nothing else, and root out everything else. You can only
form the minds of reasoning animals upon Facts: nothing else will ever be of any service to
them. This is the principle on which I bring up my own children, and this is the principle on
which I bring up these children. Stick to Facts, sir!’ (Hard Times by Charles Dickens.)
CHARACTER TRAIT: _________________________________________________________

2. Buck had accepted the rope with quiet dignity. To be sure, it was an unwonted performance: but
he had learned to trust in men he knew, and to give them credit for a wisdom that outreached his
own. But when the ends of the rope were placed in the stranger's hands, he growled menacingly.
He had merely intimated his displeasure, in his pride believing that to intimate was to command.
But to his surprise the rope tightened around his neck, shutting off his breath. In quick rage he
sprang at the man, who met him halfway, grappled him close by the throat, and with a deft twist
threw him over on his back. Then the rope tightened mercilessly, while Buck struggled in a fury, his
tongue lolling out of his mouth and his great chest panting futilely. Never in all his life had he been
so vilely treated, and never in all his life had he been so angry. But his strength ebbed, his eyes
glazed, and he knew nothing when the train was flagged and the two men threw him into the
baggage car. (Call of the Wild by Jack London)

CHARACTER TRAIT: _________________________________________________________

3. “You don’t know, you can’t guess how bad it is! It seems as if I could do anything when I’m in a
passion. I get so savage, I could hurt anyone and enjoy it. I’m afraid I shall do something dreadful some
day, and spoil my life, and make everybody hate me. Oh, Mother, help me, do help me!”
“I will, my child, I will. Don’t cry so bitterly, but remember this day, and resolve with all your soul
that you will never know another like it. Jo, dear, we all have our temptations, some far greater than
yours, and it often takes us all our lives to conquer them. You think your temper is the worst in the
world, but mine used to be just like it.”
“Yours, Mother? Why, you are never angry!” And for the moment Jo forgot remorse in surprise.
”I’ve been trying to cure it for forty years, and have only succeeded in controlling it. I am angry nearly
every day of my life, Jo, but I have learned not to show it, and I still hope to learn not to feel it, though it
may take me another forty years to do so.” (Little Women by Louisa May Alcott)

CHARACTER TRAIT (Jo): ________________________________________________________
CHARACTER TRAIT (Jo’s mother): ________________________________________________
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