Explaining Literary Elements

Name

Where Are They?
Directions: Read short story below. Determine where the
narrator is. Then write the number of the correct setting on the
line.
A. a wedding
B. a carnival
C. a back yard
D. a hospital waiting room
E. a classroom
Janet ran happily, enjoying the feel of the soft ground and the grass between her
toes. She ran past the garden, past the shed, and didn’t stop until she got to her
playground, where she threw herself into a swing and began to pump and push
and pull until soon she could see over the fence where Mr. Miller was just pulling
1. into his driveway in the house across the street.
Everyone was quiet as first Evan, and then Tanya, repeated their vows after the
minister. Kim shifted around on the hard booth, sniffling a little. Her mother
reached for her hand and squeezed it. When Evan lifted Tina’s veil and kissed
her, everyone clapped and cheered – except for Tanya, whose heart was
2. breaking, she already missed her sister so much.
George leaned over his paper, gripping his pencil so tightly that his hand started
to sweat, but nothing came into his mind. The numbers on the paper in front of
him danced around, and refused to resolve themselves into neat equations. His
heart began to pound as first one kid, then another, finished their test and
walked up to the front of the room to hand it in. George’s hand began to shake.
3. He was going to fail again for sure.
Haley shifted around on the uncomfortable chair and pulled her blanket more
tightly around her. Her father had his arm around her, and she let her hot head
rest against his shoulder. “How much longer?” she asked him, as they watched a
nurse with a clipboard call someone else’s name. “I don’t know,” he said. “Soon.”
Haley stared at the T.V. on in the corner, but she could barely understand what
4. they were saying. She had never felt so awful in her life.
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